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bathroom which is private. There was over the street and
over the town that indefinable American air cf happiness and
ease, at least for the young. There was that general friend-,
liness and candour. Here, as much as in the Bower}' of x^hich
he was the Boss, men and women were acting on the principle
laid down by Big Tim Sullivan: "God and the People hate a
chesty man."
People called each other by their **given names"; there
were friendly inquiries and a few introductions of the visitor.
It was a world in which the ominous word " stranger"1 had
been given a friendly flavour. "Howdy, stranger" is not a
hostile greeting and it was invented in America. Locking at
the people, at the boys and girls "milling" round the
drug stores, disappearing in cars that shot off into the warm,
welcoming darkness, it was hard to remember the tension of
English life, the worse tension of French life. Life, it is true,
was not altogether easy and agreeable for these people. Those
who had definitely put youth behind them showed signs of
fatigue and worry. They had reason. This was a farm town,
and the farmers had had a bad time. Some, not very far away
were still having a bad time. Across the Missouri, it was a
drought year. In Emporia, Kansas, it was still doubtful, so
William Allen White had told me, whether they could
reopen the local normal college that fall. There might not be
enough water. All that region had been badly hit by very
bad times, by crop failures, by bank failures. But there was
still an impression of hope, of recovery. There was an air of
confident adaptation to their way of life in the dress, the
speech, the manners of the young. This, if a world they had
not made, was yet a world that seemed to have been made
for them.
In the drug store there was the usual stock of gadgets, of
remedies for all ills. There were soft drinks, no hard liquor;
but there was, most impressive sight of all, the book and
magazine section. There were the books of the films; there
was the book of the year or decade (it was the first year of
Gone with the Wind). If you wanted to know about dress-
making, about cosmetics, about domestic management, about
love, about astrology, about business success, about child
training, about how to be happy on a small income (the answer
usually was a way to make it large); the printed oracles were